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5th Category - Historic Cars
2. Events

2.1	 CIRCUIT RACES
2.1.1	 General conduct of events: Circuit racing events for vehicles within the 5th Category may be programmed 

to cater for:
(i)	 Group racing: specific individual groups within the category; or
(ii)	 Combined group racing: a combination of several specific individual groups; or
(iii)	 Divisional racing: a combination of vehicles from any of the individual groups with eligible vehicles selected on 

the basis of their perceived compatibility in performance potential. Any number of events of this type may be 
programmed at any one meeting to divide the overall entry into compatible performance divisions.

		  Engine capacity classes may be incorporated in any of these types of events or an overall engine capacity 
limitation placed on any event. It would generally be preferred that any engine capacity limitations selected be 
consistent with those commonly in use during the relevant period.

		  No specific limitations are imposed on vehicle combinations which will be permitted in combined group or 
divisional events but fields should be structured in accord with the vehicle compatibility matrix set out in Table 
1 and consist of vehicles which are generally compatible in performance potential.

		  CAMS will hold the absolute discretion to disallow any proposed vehicle combinations which it considers 
might create safety hazards arising from speed differentials or visibility problems. 

		  Within any group or combined group event, it will be permissible to include by invitation individual vehicles 
from other groups where such action is considered desirable to achieve the most performance-compatible 
field. Where such action is taken notation should be made in the program to record the subject vehicles’ 
correct group classification and the event should be described in the program as including vehicles from other 
groups by invitation.

		  When programming combined group or divisional racing events, consultation with the state member of 
the Historic Commission or Historic Eligibility Committees is encouraged to assist determination of the most 
compatible mix of vehicles.

(iv)	 Period Category/Formula Racing: Events restricted to vehicles with a history of competition in period events 
for a particular vehicle category or formula (eg, Formula 1, 2 or 3; Formula Pacific/Atlantic; Formula Junior etc). 
Such events may include provision for vehicles from more than one period category or formula and/or may 
include vehicles from more than one 5th Category vehicle group, subject to conformity with the limitations set 
out in the vehicle compatibility matrix.

2.1.2	 Qualifying: In any race exclusively for historic vehicles, all starters should have qualified within a maximum 
lap time variation of 130%. This limitation may be varied in that starters not meeting the limitation may be 
permitted to run on the recommendation of the Clerk of Course, subject to the individual approval of the 
Stewards of the Meeting. Regrouping of vehicles in other events should be considered as a means of achieving 
compliance with the 130% requirement.

		  Guidelines for the implementation of this regulation have been published separately for the benefit of the 
Clerk of Course, the Stewards and Secretary of the Meeting. Details of these guidelines can be found at www.
cams.com.au/go/historics. 

2.1.3	 Driver behaviour: Compared with contemporary racing, historic racing enjoys several exemptions from 
vehicle safety standards as apply to modern cars. These exemptions could result in a lower level of driver 
protection and thus the code of conduct in historic racing must recognise this situation. Drivers of faster cars 
shall abide by a code of conduct whereby they do not seek to improve their position in the race during the 
lapping of slower cars. Similarly, drivers of cars being lapped must not seek to improve their position in the 
race when being lapped.

2.2  SPEED EVENTS
2.2.1	 Preamble: Classes exclusive to the 5th Category or any group or groups within the 5th Category may be 

included in any speed events conducted in accordance with the requirements set out in “Speed” in the CAMS 
Manual of Motor Sport.

2.3	  REGULARITY TRIALS
2.3.1	 Preamble: Regularity Trials are a variation of the rules for Historic competition to allow those, who are 

unwilling to race, to run their cars for their own enjoyment and that of the spectators. It is a competition in 
the form of a trial of regularity; it is not a speed event. As such, it is exempted from some of the requirements 
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of race competition.
		  The continuing existence of regularity trials relies upon the exercise of common sense and, more 

particularly, good judgement on the part of the organisers in accepting or rejecting entries for specific events. 
The organisers will set minimum and maximum lap times which will have a maximum lap time variation of 
130%. 

2.3.2	 Lap times: At a time set by the organisers, prior to the event, each competitor will nominate a lap time for 
the event. Organisers have the right to refuse to accept a nominated time, if it is deemed to be unreasonable. 
In such cases, the competitor will be required to nominate another lap time, which is acceptable to the 
organisers.

		  For each lap on which the competitor records a lap time less than his nominated time, a penalty of two 
points per second shall apply. For each lap greater than his nominated lap time, a penalty of one point per 
second shall apply. The winner is the competitor who has completed the required number of laps and has 
accrued the least penalty points.

2.3.3	 Special conditions: Organisers may assemble fields based on lap times, car type or category.
		  It is forbidden to mix Touring Cars with any other Category unless approved by the CAMS State Manager 

and the local Historic Commissioner or Historic Eligibility Officer.
		  No passengers may be carried while competing.
2.3.4	 Eligible cars: At the discretion of the event organisers historic regularity events may include any vehicle of a 

type suitable for inclusion in the 5th Category.    
		  Cars must be presented substantially in period specification. Acceptance of a vehicle for an event is not a 

guarantee of acceptance at other events.
		  Additionally, the inclusion of other cars is permitted, subject to the Event Organiser having reached 

agreement with the CAMS State Manager and the local Historic Commissioner or Historic Eligibility Officer. 
Where accepted by the organisers, a replica is permissible for participation in regularity activity providing it is 
clearly listed and identified as a replica in the entry form and entry list.

2.3.5	 Event starting: Competitors will be marshalled in the pit lane or marshalling area (as appropriate to the 
circuit layout) in order of nominated lap times, with the fastest cars to the front. On being directed, the cars 
will enter the circuit for a warm-up lap during which, overtaking is prohibited. Timing will commence for each 
car as it crosses the start/finish line at the beginning of the trial period and will continue until the prescribed 
number of laps are completed. Competitors shall continue until the end of the event is declared by the 
showing of the chequered flag.

2.3.6	 Competitor requirements: Competitors will be required to produce a current CAMS Level 2S or 2SJ Licence 
as a minimum, together with proof of current membership of a CAMS affiliated car club. Competitors must 
also provide evidence of: 

    •	 Previous experience in Regularity events or,
    •	 Attendance at a CAMS Circuit Licence lecture or
    •	 Successful completion of an advanced driving course, which has a high motor sport content. 
2.3.7	 Safety equipment: Drivers must wear helmets and, in open vehicles, goggles/visors complying with 

Schedule D (refer to”General Requirements for Cars and Drivers” in the CAMS Manual of Motor Sport). CAMS 
recommends that competitors wear an approved full-face helmet when driving in open vehicles (refer 
Schedule D). 

		  Fire resistant clothing as detailed in Schedule D – Apparel (refer ”General Requirements for Cars and 
Drivers”), is recommended but drivers must wear a minimum of a cotton “boiler suit/coveralls”, covering the 
body from ankles to wrists and neck, plus suitable and appropriate footwear, which does not have synthetic 
materials in the upper part. If drivers have racing overalls they are encouraged to wear them.

2.3.8	 General: Cars competing in Regularity Trials must comply with the general requirements of Schedule A 
(refer ”General Requirements for Cars and Drivers”) and paragraph 1.3 of 5th Category Historic Car Regulations. 
A fire extinguisher complying with Article 3 of Schedule H is required. Vehicle log books are not mandatory but 
if a log book has been issued, it must be presented at scrutineering.

2.4	  HISTORIC DEMONSTRATIONS
2.4.1	 Preamble: The intention of these events is to demonstrate the characteristics of historic vehicles and 

promote historic motor sport. They are also intended to encourage the display of historic vehicles that 
otherwise would not be seen in public.

		  They are not speed events and as such, are exempted from some of the requirements of race competition.
		  The ongoing existence of historic demonstrations relies upon the exercise of common sense and good 

judgement on the part of the organisers in accepting or rejecting entries for these events. Gross variations in 
potential speed (from car to car) are not condoned, and appropriate driver behaviour is a critical factor in the 
continuance of this part of historic motor sport.

		  The events to be held under these regulations are of a strictly non-competitive nature. Awards are only to be 
presented for reasons that are not related to vehicle performance. 

2.4.2	 Special conditions: This Code and Regulations apply to the holding of non-competitive demonstration 
events for historic vehicles on closed public and private roads. For all events, organisers shall provide 
Supplementary Regulations as required by NCR 64.

		  Vehicles may carry a passenger, but only where the speeds are limited to a maximum of 125% of the normal 
road speed regulations and the event vehicles are preceded by a pace control car. 



Q u a r t e r  1 / 2 0 0 9

5
th

 Cate
g
o
r
y - H

is
to

r
ic Ca

r
s

4H i s t o r i c s  -  E v e n t s

© Confederation of Australian Motor Sport Ltd. All use subject to Conditions of Use at www.camsmanual.com.au

2.4.3	 Eligible cars: The vehicles that participate in these events are those that generally comply with vehicles 
from the periods described in the CAMS manual for 5th Category historic racing prior to 1 January 1970. 
Additionally, the inclusion of other cars is permitted, subject to the Event Organiser having reached agreement 
with the CAMS State Manager and the local Historic Commissioner or Historic Eligibility Officer.

		  A high standard of period presentation is a requirement and vehicles that are not presented in that fashion 
may be excluded from the event. The original style of paintwork and livery is encouraged. No advertising 
material or sign is permitted unless it was used on the subject vehicle in the period the vehicle is representing, 
or unless approved by the Historic Commission in accordance with Article 1.8 of the 5th Category – Historic 
Cars General Regulations. Vehicles may display numbers to aid their recognition by spectators. Such numbers 
must be removed or covered if the vehicle is driven on public roads other than at the event.

		  All vehicles will be required to have at least one of the following form of current registration:
	 (a)	 Road registered
	 (b)	 Club registration
	 (c)	 Permit to operate an unregistered vehicle
		  Participating vehicles may be required to be subject to an exhaust noise emission test prior to starting in an 

event or at any time during the event. The maximum noise emission permitted (unless a specific exemption is 
obtained) is 95 dB(A) measured at 30m distance whilst the vehicle is being driven under full acceleration.

2.4.4	 Driver requirements: The requirements for drivers in these events are not as stringent as for competitions 
such as speed events or regularity trials. However, as demonstrations may be conducted at speeds in excess of 
normal road speeds, unless restricted otherwise, these events shall be open to drivers who will be required to 
produce a current CAMS Level 2S or 2SJ Licence (refer ”General Regulations of CAMS” in the CAMS Manual of 
Motor Sport) as a minimum, together with proof of current membership of a CAMS-affiliated car club. 

2.4.5	 Safety equipment: Drivers must wear helmets and, in open vehicles, goggles/visors complying with 
Schedule D (refer ”General Requirements for Cars and Drivers”). CAMS recommends that competitors wear an 
approved full-face helmet when driving in open vehicles (refer Schedule D). 

		  Fire resistant clothing as detailed in Schedule D – Apparel is recommended but drivers must wear a 
minimum of a cotton “boiler suit/coveralls”, covering the body from ankles to wrists and neck, plus suitable 
and appropriate footwear, which does not have synthetic materials in the upper part. If drivers have racing 
overalls they are encouraged to wear them. 

		  Vehicles will be required to undergo safety scrutineering prior to the demonstration event. This will 
comprise a check of the suitability of the vehicle to be driven in excess of normally regulated road speed levels. 
Any vehicle shall be excluded from the event by the scrutineers if they ascertain it cannot be made comply 
with a suitable level of safety.

		  All vehicles must be equipped with a fire extinguisher that complies with Australian Standard 1841, 1846 or 
1848 and must be of at least 900g capacity.

		  Seat belt, roll bars and other safety equipment are not a formal requirement of this type of events, but are 
highly recommended. 

2.4.6	 Event approvals: The organising body must be a CAMS-affiliated club, or a body working in conjunction with 
a CAMS-affiliated club.

		  These rules cover demonstration events run on closed public or private roads. Events run at other venues 
such as race circuits are covered in ”Race” in the CAMS Manual of Motor Sport.

		  An application for a permit to hold a demonstration event must be submitted to CAMS State office eight 
weeks prior to the event, complete with copies of the supplementary regulations, the entry form and a plan of 
the event layout. 

		  CAMS and police requirements regarding spectator safety and control must be observed.
		  It is mandatory that the roads involved in these events are positively closed to all except demonstration, 

safety and supervision vehicles. Any vehicular access to the course must be closed by a locked gate or 
equivalent or be supervised by road closure individuals. 

		  Approval to close the roads involved in the event must be obtained from the local municipal authorities and 
police and all relevant authorities must be informed of the type of activity that is to be conducted on the road 
for which the approval is being sought.

2.4.7	 Running of the Event: Participants and cars are to be arranged in groups of like performance.
		  The Organiser of the event is required to provide adequate competent staff to provide spectator control, 

course marshals, first aid facilities and scrutiny to ensure the event can be run in a safe and controlled manner.
		  The event is to be controlled by a Clerk of the Course who is responsible for the conduct and safety of the 

event. The Clerk of the Course has the authority to prohibit further participation of any driver who in his 
opinion is not participating in the spirit of the event. He can also stop individuals or the whole field if he feels 
driver or spectator safety is being jeopardised.

		  The length of the roads used shall be broken up into appropriate size sections that can be controlled by 
Course Marshals who are then responsible to the Clerk of the Course for the conduct of the event in the area 
they supervise. 

		  Flag signals shall be employed for warnings and control in accordance with article 3.1 of Appendix H of the 
NCR (refer to “Race” in the CAMS Manual of Motor Sport), except that when a blue flag is waved at a driver, the 
driver will promptly give adequate space and right of way to the overtaking vehicle/s.

		  Each run during the event will be started with the Australian national flag and stopped with a chequered 
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flag. Cars will be started either singly or in pairs at a minimum of two second intervals.
		  The Organiser will set minimum lap times for the course and the Clerk of the Course has the authority to 

remove from the event any driver who laps faster than the minimum time. 
		  Prior to the event the Clerk of the Course will hold a compulsory drivers’ briefing to review the conditions 

under which the event is being run, the use of flag signals and answer any questions from participants.
		  Entrants are recommended to check that their car and life insurance policies provide adequate cover while 

engaged in these events.
		  The CAMS organising permit fee payable for these demonstration events shall be that stated for Road 

Events Non-Special Stage per entrant, with a deposit based on 10 entries to be paid prior to the event, and any 
remainder to be paid within 14 days after the event.


